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range.

WINDS.—Prevailing winds are westerly south of 40°S and
east to southeast north of 40°S except north of Australia
where winds are northerly. Scalar wind speeds continue
to average force 3 to 4 north of 40°S and force 4 to 5
south of 40°S.

gale frequency may be
nonrepresentative and
therefore different from
the values used in the text.
Where “0” is given, gales
may have been recorded,
but too infrequently to
give a percentage value.

GALES.—North of 40°S, winds of force 8 or greater are
infrequently observed over the western half and rarely
observed over the eastern half of the South Pacific. Fre-
quencies increase to 10% or more south of 4501°S and to
near 20% or more across most areas south of 50°S and
east of 180° longitude. Maximum occurrences reach 30% EXPLANATION OF WIND ROSES

through the center of Drake Passage. PREVAILING WINDS AND CALMS.—The wind rose in
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WAVE HEIGHTS

The solid red lines
on the main body of the
chart indicate the per-
centage of frequency of
wave heights equal to
or greater than 12 feet.
In analysis, when both
sea and swell are re-
ported, the higher
value is used in the 4 W
summarization. a3 KV . g
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The green arrows on the chart indicate the prevaili

numerals indicate the minimum and maximum drift in miles per day. — MPODES IS (Nz) 5-10
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It should be kept in mind that most ships tend 5 L ¥ A/ \k ¥o 4 ¥
to avoid areas of inclement weather. The fre- - &
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quency of gales and high waves is generally - L 23 9
greater than that which is actually reported due “\ﬁ b el
to climatological observations being biased to- Y

ward favorable weather conditions.

USE OF CHART.—This chart is not intended to
be used alone but in conjunction with other
NIMA navigation safety products and services.
The chart presents, in graphic form, averages ob-
tained from data gathered over many years in
meteorology, and oceanography to aid the navi-
gator in selecting the quickest and safest routes.
Included are explanations of how to use each type
information depicted on this chart.
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