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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Notice to Mariners is published by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), under the authority of
Department of Defense Directive 5105.60, to advise mariners of important matters affecting navigational safety, including new
hydrographic discoveries, changes in channels and navigational aids, etc. (U.S. Code Title 10, Sec. 442 and Title 44, Sec. 1336
refer). Nothing in the arrangement of information implies endorsement or acceptance by NGA in matters affecting the status
and boundaries of States and territories. The Notice to Mariners presents corrective information affecting charts, NGA/DLIS
Catalog of Maps Charts and Related Products, Coast Pilots, USCG Light Lists, NGA List of Lights and other products
produced by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, National Ocean Service and U.S. Coast Guard.

Information for the Notice to Mariners is contributed by the following Agencies: National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
(NGA) (Department of Defense) for waters outside the territorial limits of the United States; National Ocean Service (NOS)
(Department of Commerce), which is charged with the surveys and charting of the coasts and harbors of the United States and
its territories; the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) (Department of Homeland Security), which is responsible for the safety of life at
sea and the establishment and operation of aids to navigation; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Department of Defense),
which is charged with the improvement of rivers and harbors of the United States. In addition, important contributions are
made by foreign hydrographic offices and cooperating observers of all nationalities.

For further information concerning NGA hydrographic products and services, including the Maritime Safety Web site, users
may contact:

The Maritime Safety Web site can be accessed directly at http://msi.nga.mil/NGAPortal/MSI.portal. For your
convenience NGA provides four e-mail addresses. For information affecting Notice to Mariners use MCDNtM@nga.mil, for
information affecting Sailing Directions and all other navigational publications use MCDPubs@nga.mil, for information
concerning the Maritime Safety Web site, use webmaster_nss@nga.mil and for information concerning the World Wide
Navigational Warning Service, use NavSafety@nga mil.

Mariners are requested to notify NGA of discrepancies in charts and publications, using the Marine Information Report and
Suggestion Sheet at the back of this Notice to Mariners. This form should also be used to report permanent changes, additions,
or deletions from charted or published information. Reports which constitute an immediate hazard to navigation should be sent
to the nearest NAVAREA Coordinator via coast radio stations. All reports are greatly appreciated. Marine Information Report
and Suggestion sheets received during the past week were submitted by the following observers:

Name Telephone DSN FAX
Maritime Safety Office 571-557-8384 N/A 571-558-3213
World Wide Navigational Warning Service 571-557-5455 547-5455 571-558-3426
Maritime Safety Web site 571-557-7103 547-7103 N/A
Notice to Mariners: Regions 1 and 2 571-557-8282 547-8282 571-558-3213
Notice to Mariners: Regions 3 thru 9 571-557-8383 547-8383 571-558-3213
Sailing Directions, Fleet Guides 571-557-5831 547-5831 571-558-3213
Navigation Publications 571-557-8080 547-8080 571-558-3213
NGA/DLIS Catalog of Maps Charts and 
Related Products

269-961-7766 661-7766 269-961-7791

Observer Ship/Organization
Robert Kirkland, Navigator SR/V Oceanic Vega
Steven Jevnisek, Maintenance Adminstrator Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.

Cover Photo: USS OSCAR AUSTIN (DDG 79) is the first ship of the Oscar Austin (Flight IIA) subclass of the Arleigh
Burke class. The guided missile destroyer was built by Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine. The ship is named in honor of Private
First Class Oscar P. Austin, United States Marine Corps. PFC Austin was killed in action in Vietnam, sacrificing his own life to
save an injured companion. For his selfless devotion to duty, PFC Austin has been recognized with numerous medals and
decorations, including the Medal of Honor. The OSCAR AUSTIN is 509 feet in length, has a beam of 66 feet, a navigational
draft of 31 feet, and displaces 9,300 tons. She is capable of reaching a speed of 30 knots, and carries Tomahawk and anti-air
vertical launch missiles. Among her accomplishments, OSCAR AUSTIN participated in the opening strikes of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. More recently, she took part in BALTOPS 2014. She has a crew of approximately 350 officers and enlisted.


