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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Notice to Mariners is published by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), under the authority of
Department of Defense Directive 5105.40, to advise mariners of important matters affecting navigational safety, including
new hydrographic discoveries, changes in channels and navigational aids, etc. (U.S. Code Title 10, Sec. 442 and Title 44, Sec.
1336 refer). Nothing in the arrangement of information implies endorsement or acceptance by NGA in matters affecting the
status and boundaries of States and territories. The Notice to Mariners presents corrective information affecting charts,
NGA/DLIS  Catalog of Maps Charts and Related Products, Coast Pilots, Sailing Directions, Fleet Guides, USCG Light Lists,
NGA List of Lights, Radio Navigational Aids and other products produced by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency,
National Ocean Service and U.S. Coast Guard.

Information for the Notice to Mariners is contributed by the following Agencies: National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
(NGA) (Department of Defense) for waters outside the territorial limits of the United States; National Ocean Service (NOS)
(Department of Commerce), which is charged with the surveys and charting of the coasts and harbors of the United States and
its territories; the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) (Department of Homeland Security), which is  responsible for the safety of life at
sea and the establishment and operation of aids to navigation; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Department of
Defense), which is charged with the improvement of rivers and harbors of the United States. In addition, important
contributions are made by foreign hydrographic offices and cooperating observers of all nationalities.

For further information concerning NGA hydrographic products and services, including the Maritime Safety Web site, users
may contact:

The Maritime Safety Web site can be accessed directly at http://msi.nga.mil/NGAPortal/MSI.portal. For your
convenience NGA provides four e-mail addresses. For information affecting Notice to Mariners use MCDNtM@nga.mil, for
information affecting Sailing Directions and all other navigational publications use MCDPubs@nga.mil, for information
concerning the Maritime Safety Web site, use webmaster_nss@nga.mil and for information concerning the World Wide
Navigational Warning Service, use NavSafety@nga mil.

Mariners are requested to notify NGA of discrepancies in charts and  publications, using the Marine Information Report and
Suggestion Sheet at the back of this Notice to Mariners. This form should also be used to report permanent changes, additions,
or deletions from charted or published information. Reports which constitute an immediate hazard to navigation should be sent
to the nearest NAVAREA Coordinator via coast radio stations. All reports are greatly appreciated. Marine Information Report
and Suggestion sheets received during the past week were submitted by the following observers:

Name Telephone DSN FAX
Maritime Domain 301-227-3370 287-3370 301-227-4211
World Wide Navigational Warning Service 301-227-3147 287-3147 301-227-3731
Maritime Safety Web site 301-227-3296 287-3296 301-227-4211
Notice to Mariners: Regions 1 and 2 301-227-3122 287-3122 301-227-3175
Notice to Mariners: Regions 3 thru 9 301-227-3146 287-3146 301-227-3175
Sailing Directions, Fleet Guides 301-227-3180 287-3180 301-227-3174
Navigation Publications 301-227-3120 287-3120 301-227-3731
DLA Catalog of Maps Charts and Related 
Products

269-961-7766 661-7766 269-961-7791

Observer Ship/Organization
QMC(SW) Eric V. Clark USS GERMANTOWN
QMC(SW) Patrick W. Lovell USS GRIDLEY

Cover Photo: USS SENTRY (MCM-3) is the third mine countermeasure ship of the Avenger-class, was built at Peterson
Builders, Inc. in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin and commissioned 2 September 1989. Mine countermeasure ships are designed as
minesweepers/hunter-killers capable of finding, classifying and destroying moored and bottom mines. This is accomplished
using the AN/SQQ-32 mine-hunting sonar, and once the target is classified mine-like, the AN/SLQ-48 Mine Neutralization
System (MNS) Vehicle is deployed to identify and destroy bottom mines, or cut the cable of a moored mine. The MNS Vehicle
is remotely piloted and controlled by an operator in the Combat Information Center (CIC). Mines can also be swept using a
variety of acoustic, magnetic, or mechanical sweep configurations. The ships are of fiberglass sheathed, wooden hull
construction. USS SENTRY is 224 feet in length, has a beam of 39 feet, and displaces 1,367 tons. She is powered by four
diesel engines with two controllable pitch propellers and one bow thruster. The Sentinel of the Sea is crewed by six officers
and 75 enlisted and homeported in San Diego, CA.    


