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The Florida Keys Particularly Sensitive Sea Area
(PSSA) is an IMO-designated zone that encircles the sea
area around all of the Florida Keys. The PSSA includes the
entire Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary as well as
Biscayne National Park at the northeastern end of the Keys.
The PSSA has been established to protect the exceptional
values of the sea area around the Florida Keys from possible
damage by international shipping activities. The PSSA
includes the Tortugas Ecological Reserve, which was estab-
lished in 2001 to protect nearly pristine coral formations and
habitat in the Sanctuary. The coral resources within the
Reserve are especially vulnerable to possible damage from
shipping activities.

Domestic law and regulations adopted by the United
States for the Sanctuary apply within the PSSA. Several of
these concern shipping activities:

(1) Areas To Be Avoided (ATBAs)— There are four
ATBAs in the Sanctuary: in the vicinity of the Florida
Keys; in the vicinity of Key West Harbor; in an area sur-
rounding the Marquesas Islands; and in an area surround-
ing the Dry Tortugas Islands. All tank vessels and vessels
greater than 50 meters in registered length are prohibited
from operating within the ATBAs. The ATBAs are
described and the coordinates are provided in Chapter 3.

(2) Areas closed to anchoring— All vessels are pro-
hibited from anchoring in the Tortugas Ecological
Reserve. Vessels that are 100 feet or less in length (30.48
meters) may request permission from the Sanctuary to use
mooring buoys in the northern portion of the Reserve (Tor-
tugas North). Vessels 50 meters or greater in registered
length are prohibited from anchoring on the portion of
Tortugas Bank west of Dry Tortugas National Park. (This
area was modified in January 2001 by the establishment of
the Tortugas Ecological Reserve.)

(3) Anchoring restriction — In areas of the Sanctuary
identified as Ecological Reserves and Sanctuary Preserva-
tion Areas all anchor apparatus (including the anchor,
chain, or rope) must not touch any coral, living or dead, or
any attached organism. In all other areas of the Sanctuary,
vessels are prohibited from anchoring on living coral in
water depths of less than 40 feet when visibility is such
that the seabed can be seen.

(4) Restricted access- Vessels are not allowed to stop
in the southern portion of the Tortugas Ecological Reserve
(Tortugas South) and must receive permission in advance
in order to stop in the northern portion of the Reserve (Tor-
tugas North).

(5) Discharge restriction— In Ecological Reserves and
Sanctuary Preservation Areas, all discharges and deposits
are prohibited except cooling water or engine exhaust.
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