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Designated Shipping Area (DSA)

TheGreat Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003is
in effect in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. The zoning
plan describes the purposes for which each zone may be used
or entered without permission and the purposes for which a
zone may be used or entered only with the written
permission of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

A DSA is established through the Inner Route, recognized
passages, and all port approaches in the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park. The DSA will accommodate vessels using
accepted or normally-used routes.

Shipping agents, vessel owners, vessel operators, and ship
masters are advised to obtain a copy of theGreat Barrier
Reef Marine Park Zoning Plan 2003from the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority, as follows:

Vessel navigation requirements within the limits of the
DSA or the General Use Zones of the Greater Barrier Reef
Marine Park are given in the accompanying table. Vessels
seeking to deviate from the DSA or General Use Zones,
other than for the exceptions described below, must seek per-
mission from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

Vessels normally required to navigate within the DSA or
the General Use Zones may deviate from these requirements
in the following emergency situations:

1. To investigate and respond to an emergency alert.
2. To save human life or avoid the risk of injury to a

person.
3. To locate or secure the safety of an aircraft, vessel,

or structure that is, or may be, endangered by the stress of
weather, navigational hazards, or operational hazards.

4. To carry out emergency repairs to a navigational aid.
5. To deal with a threat of pollution to the marine envi-

ronment under a Commonwealth law or a national emer-
gency response arrangement in which the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority participates.

6. Under Commonwealth law, to remove or salvage a
vessel; aircraft; or section of aircraft, vessel, or other
wreck that is wrecked, stranded, sunk, or abandoned and
poses a threat to the marine environment or safety.
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Vessel Navigation Requirements—Great Barrier Reef National Marine Park

Vessels required to navigate within the limits of the
DSA or the General Use Zones of the Greater Barrier

Reef Marine Park
Exempt vessels

Vessels 50m long and over. A vessel of the Australian Defense Force.

Oil tankers, within the meaning given by the Protocol of
1978 relating to the International Convention for the Pre-
vention of Pollution from Ships, regardless of its length.

A vessel of the armed forces of another country, if
the vessel is in Australian waters with the consent
of Australia.

A chemical carrier or liquefied gas carrier, regardless of its
length.

A super-yacht (a vessel more than 50m long used
for recreational purposes.

A vessel to which the INF Code applies, regardless of its
length.

A vessel adapted to carry oil or chemicals in bulk in cargo
spaces.

A vessel engaged in towing or pushing another vessel or
vessels if any of the above descriptions apply to the towed
or pushed vessel or if the total length of the tow, measured
from the stern of the towing vessel to the after end of the
tow is greater than 150m.
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