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                                                                     LAST NM 48/10 
Page 57—Paragraph 274; strike out. 

(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 57—Paragraph 275, line 1; read: 

(B) Water generated by routine vessel operations …
(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 57—Paragraph 276; read: 

(C) Cooling water from vessels or engine exhaust;
(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 57—Paragraph 277, lines 4 to 7; read: 

a Sanctuary resource or quality, except:
(A) Those listed in paragraph (a)(4)(i)(A) through (a)(4) 

(i)(C) of this section;
(B) Sewage incidental to vessel use and generated by a 

marine sanitation device approved in accordance with sec-
tion 312 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWP-
CA) as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1322 et seq.;

(C) Those authorized under Monroe County land use per-
mits; or

(D) Those authorized under State permits.
(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 58—Paragraph 287, line 2; read: 

endangers life, limb, marine resources, or property.
(vi) Having a marine sanitation device that is not secured 

in a manner that prevents discharges or deposits of treated 
and untreated sewage. Acceptable methods include, but are 
not limited to, all methods that have been approved by the 
U.S. Coast Guard (at 33 CFR 159.7(b) and (c)).

(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 117 to Page 118, Portions of Table 161.12(c); read:

Page 58—Paragraph 299 to Page 59—Paragraph 300; read: 

(e) The following prohibitions do not apply to Federal, 
State and local officers while performing enforcement duties 
in their official capacities or responding to emergencies that 
threaten life, property, or the environment: 

(1) Those contained in paragraph (a)(4) of this section 
only as it pertains to discharges of sewage incidental to 
vessel use and generated by a marine sanitation device 
approved in accordance with section 312 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), as amended, 33 
U.S.C. 1322 et seq.; and

(2) Those contained in paragraph (a)(5) of this section.
(FR 11/26/10) 8/11 

Page 114—Paragraph 1579, lines 2 to 4; read: 
maneuverability, such as cargo or tow arrangement, trim, 
loaded condition, underkeel or overhead clearance, speed ca-
pabilities, power availability, or similar characteristics, 
which may affect the positive control or safe handling of the 
vessel or the tow.

(FR 10/28/10) 8/11 

Page 115—Paragraph 1599; insert after: 

§161.6 Preemption.
The regulations in this part have preemptive impact over 

State laws or regulations on the same subject matter. The 
Coast Guard has determined, after considering the factors 
developed by the Supreme Court in U.S. v. Locke, 529 U.S. 
89 (2000), that by enacting Chapter 25 of the Ports and Wa-
terways Safety Act (33 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.), Congress in-
tended that Coast Guard regulations preempt State laws or 
regulations regarding vessel traffic services in United States 
ports and waterways.

(FR 10/28/10) 8/11 

 

Lower Mississippi River6

0036699952
New Orleans Traffic

156.550 MHz (Ch. 11) The navigable waters of the Lower Mississippi 
River  below 29°55.3'N., 89°55.6'W (Saxonholm 
Light) at 86.0 miles Above Head of Passes (AHP), 
extending down river to Southwest Pass, and, 
within a 12 nautical mile radius around 28°54.3'N, 
89°25.7"W (Southwest Pass Entrance Light) at 
20.1 miles Below Head of Passes.

New Orleans Traffic 156.600 MHz (Ch. 12) The navigable waters of the Lower Mississippi 
River bounded on the north by a line drawn per-
pendicular on the river at 29°55'30"N, 
90°12'46"W (Upper Twelve Mile Point) at 109.0 
miles AHP and on the south by a line drawn per-
pendicularly at 29°55.3'N., 89°55.6'W (Saxon-
holm Light) at 86.0 miles AHP.
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(FR 10/28/10) 

Page 123—Paragraph 1691; insert after:
§161.65 Vessel Traffic Service Lower Mississippi River.

(a) The Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) area consists of 
navigable waters of the Lower Mississippi River (LMR) be-
low 30°38.7'N., 91°17.5'W. (Port Hudson Light at 254.5 
miles Above Head of Passes (AHP)), the Southwest Pass, 
and those within a 12-nautical mile radius around 
28°54.3'N., 89°25.7'W. (Southwest Pass Entrance Light at 
20.1 miles Below Head of Passes).

(b) The Algiers Point VTS Special Area consists of the 
navigable waters of the LMR bounded on the north by a line 
drawn from 29°57.62'N., 90°02.61'W. to 29°57.34'N., 
90°02.60'W. and on the south by a line drawn from 
29°56.89'N., 90°03.72'W. to 29°56.93'N., 90°03.34'W. (95.0 
and 93.5 miles AHP) during periods of high water—that is, 
when the Carrolton Gage reads 8.0 feet or above on a rising 
stage or 9.0 feet or above on falling stage, or under any other 
water conditions the Captain of the Port (COTP) deems nec-
essary.

(c) Additional Algiers Point VTS Special Area Operating 
Requirements. The following additional requirements are ap-
plicable in the Algiers Point VTS Special Area:

(1) A vessel movement reporting system (VMRS) user 
must abide by the signals of the Governor Nicholls Street 
Wharf, 29°57.6'N., 90°03.4'W., Gretna, 29°55.5'N., 
90°03.7'W., Control Lights (94.3 and 96.6 miles AHP, re-
spectively) in the following manner;

(i) Green Light—May proceed as intended.
(ii) Red Light—Do not proceed, unless otherwise di-

rected by the VTS.
(iii) No Light—Do not proceed, immediately notify 

VTS and await further directions.
Note to §161.65(c)(1): To provide advance notification 

to downbound vessels, a traffic repeater signal of Gretna 
Light is located at Westwego, LA, 29°54.8'N., 90°08.3'W. 
(101.4 miles AHP).

(2) A vessel awaiting a signal change or VTS direc-

                                                                                       8/11

tions must keep clear of other vessels transiting the area.
(d) The Eighty-one Mile Point VTS Special Area consists 

of navigable waters of the LMR between 167.5 miles AHP 
and 187.9 miles AHP.

(e) Additional Eighty-one Mile Point VTS Special Area 
Operating Requirements. The following additional require-
ments are applicable in the Eighty-one Mile Point VTS Spe-
cial Area:

(1) Prior to proceeding upriver past 167.5 AHP, Sun-
shine Bridge, vessels must contact VTS New Orleans on 
VHF Channel 5A to check-in. Vessels must provide name 
and destination, confirm proper operation of their automat-
ed identification system (AIS) if required under 33 CFR 
164.46, and, if applicable, size of tow and number of load-
ed and empty barges. At 173.7 miles AHP, Bringier Point 
Light, ascending vessels must contact VTS New Orleans 
and provide a follow-on position check. At both check-in 
and follow-on position check, VTS New Orleans will ad-
vise the vessel on traffic approaching Eighty-one Mile 
Point.

(2) Prior to proceeding downriver past 187.9 miles 
AHP COS-MAR Lights, vessels must contact VTS New 
Orleans on VHF Channel 5A to check-in. Vessels must 
provide name and destination, confirm proper operation of 
their AIS if required under 33 CFR 164.46, and, if applica-
ble, size of tow and number of loaded and empty barges. 
At 183.9 miles AHP, Wyandotte Chemical Dock Lights, 
descending vessels must contact VTS New Orleans and 
provide a follow-on position check. At both check-in and 
follow-on position check, VTS New Orleans will advise 
the vessel on traffic approaching Eighty-one Mile Point.

(3) All vessels getting underway between miles 167.5 
and 187.9 AHP must check-in with VTS New Orleans on 
VHF Channel 5A immediately prior to getting underway 
and must comply with the respective ascending and de-

New Orleans Traffic 156.250 MHz (Ch. 05A) The navigable waters of the Lower Mississippi 
River below 30°38.7'N, 91°17.5'W (Port Hudson 
Light) at 254.5 miles AHP bounded on the south 
by a line drawn perpendicular on the river at 
29°55'30"N, 90°12'46"W (Upper Twelve Mile 
Point) at 109.0 miles AHP.

Notes:
1Maritime Mobile Service Identifier (MMSI) is a unique nine-digit number assigned by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) that identifies ship stations, ship earth stations, coast stations, coast earth stations, and group calls 
for use by a digital selective calling (DSC) radio, an INMARSAT ship earth station or AIS. AIS requirements are set 
forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter. The requirements set forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter 
apply in those areas denoted with a MMSI number.
6Until rules regarding VTS Port Arthur are published, vessels are exempted of all VTS and VMRS requirements set 
forth in 33 CFR part 161, except those set forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter.
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scending check-in and follow-on points listed in para-
graphs (e)(1) and (2) of this section.

(4) Fleet vessels must check in with VTS New Orleans 
if they leave their respective fleet or if they move into the 
main channel. Fleet vessels are not required to check in if 

they are operating exclusively within their fleet.
(f) Reporting Points. Table 161.65(f) lists the VTS Low-

er Mississippi River Reporting Points.

(FR 10/28/10)  

COAST PILOT 4           42 Ed 2010              Change No. 5 
Page 158—Paragraph 2545; insert after: 

Subpart A-General

§167.1 Purpose.
The purpose of the regulations in this part is to establish 

and designate traffic separation schemes and precautionary 
areas to provide access routes for vessels proceeding to and 
from U.S. ports

.
§167.3   Geographic coordinates.

Geographic coordinates are defined using North American 
1927 Datum (NAD 27) unless indicated otherwise.

§167.5   Definitions.
(a) Area to be avoided means a routing measure compris-

ing an area within defined limits in which either navigation 
is particularly hazardous or it is exceptionally important to 
avoid casualties and which should be avoided by all ships or 
certain classes of ships.

(b) Traffic separation scheme (TSS) means a designated 
routing measure which is aimed at the separation of oppos-
ing streams of traffic by appropriate means and by the estab-
lishment of traffic lanes.

(c) Traffic lane means an area within defined limits in 
which one-way traffic is established. Natural obstacles, in-
cluding those forming separation zones, may constitute a 
boundary.

(d) Separation zone or line means a zone or line separat-
ing the traffic lanes in which ships are proceeding in oppo

                                                                                            8/11

site or nearly opposite directions; or separating a traffic 
lane from the adjacent sea area; or separating traffic lanes 
designated for particular classes of ships proceeding in the 
same direction.

(e) Precautionary area means a routing measure com-
prising an area within defined limits where ships must navi-
gate with particular caution and within which the direction of 
traffic flow may be recommended.

(f) Deep-water route means an internationally recog-
nized routing measure primarily intended for use by ships 
that, because of their draft in relation to the available depth 
of water in the area concerned, require the use of such a 
route.

(g) Two-way route means a route within defined limits 
inside which two-way traffic is established, aimed at provid-
ing safe passage of ships through waters where navigation is 
difficult or dangerous.

§167.10   Operating rules. 
The operator of a vessel in a TSS shall comply with Rule 

10 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea, 1972, as amended.
  
 §167.15   Modification of schemes.

(a) A traffic separation scheme or precautionary area de-
scribed in this part may be permanently amended in accor-
dance with 33 U.S.C. 1223 (92 Stat. 1473), and with 
international agreements. 

(b) A traffic separation scheme or precautionary area in 
this part may be temporarily adjusted by the Commandant of 

TABLE 161.65(f)-VTS LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER POINTS

Designator Geographic name Geographic 
description

Latitude/
Longitude

Notes

A Algiers Canal Forebay 88.0 AHP 29°56.6'N
90°10.1'W

Upbound transiting Algiers Point 
Special Area

B Industrial Canal 92.7 AHP 29°57.2'N
90°01.68'W

Upbound transiting Algiers Point 
Special Area

C Crescent Towing Smith Fleet 93.5 AHP 29°57.50'N
90°02.62'W

Upbound Towing vessels transiting 
Algiers Point Special Area

D Marlex Terminal  
(Naval ships)

99.0 AHP 29°54.65'N
90°05.87'W

Downbound transiting Algiers Point 
Special Area

E Huey P Long Bridge 106.1 AHP 29°55.40'N
89°57.7'W

Downbound transiting Algiers Point 
Special Area
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the Coast Guard in an emergency, or to accommodate opera-
tions which would create an undue hazard for vessels using 
the scheme or which would contravene Rule 10 of the Inter-
national Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972. 
Adjustment may be in the form of a temporary traffic lane 
shift, a temporary suspension of a section of the scheme, a 
temporary precautionary area overlaying a lane, or other ap-
propriate measure. Adjustments will only be made where, in 
the judgment of the Coast Guard, there is no reasonable al-
ternative means of conducting an operation and navigation 
safety will not be jeopardized by the adjustment. Notice of 
adjustments will be made in the appropriate Notice to Mari-
ners and in the Federal Register Requests by members of the 
public for temporary adjustments to traffic separation 
schemes must be submitted 150 days prior to the time the ad-
justment is desired. Such Requests, describing the interfer-
ence that would otherwise occur to a TSS, should be 
submitted to the District Commander of the Coast Guard 
District in which the TSS is located.

Subpart B-Description of Traffic Separation Schemes 
and Precautionary Areas

§167.250 In the approaches to the Cape Fear River: 
General.

The traffic separation scheme (TSS) in the approaches to 
the Cape Fear River consists of two parts: A precautionary 
area and a TSS. The specific areas in the approaches to Nar-
ragansett Bay, RI, and Buzzards Bay, MA, are described in 
§§167.251 and 167.252. The geographic coordinates in 
§§167.251 and 167.252 are defined using North American 
Datum 1983 (NAD 83), which is equivalent to WGS 1984 
datum.

§167.251 In the approaches to the Cape Fear River: 
Precautionary area.

A precautionary area is established bounded by a line con-
necting the following geographical positions: from

33°47.65'N., 78°04.78'W.; to 
33°48.50'N., 78°04.27'W.; to 
33°49.53'N., 78°03.10'W.; to
33°48.00'N., 78°01.00'W.; to 
33°41.00'N., 78°01.00'W.; to
33°41.00'N., 78°04.00'W.; to 
33°44.28'N., 78°03.02'W.; then by an arc of 2 nautical 

miles radius, centered at
33°46.03'N., 78°05.41'W.; then to the point of origin at 

33°47.65'N., 78°04.78'W.

§167.252 In the approaches to the Cape Fear River: 
Traffic Separation Scheme.

(a) A traffic separation zone is established bounded by a 
line connecting the following geographical positions:

33°44.94'N., 78°04.81'W.
33°32.75'N., 78°09.66'W.
33°34.50'N., 78°14.70'W.
33°45.11'N., 78°04.98'W.

(b) A traffic lane for northbound traffic is established be-
tween the separation zone and a line connecting the follow-
ing geographic positions:

33°32.75'N., 78°05.99'W.
33°44.38'N., 78°03.77'W.

(c) A traffic lane for southbound traffic is established be-
tween the separation zone and a line connecting the follow-
ing geographic positions:

33°36.22'N., 78°18.00'W.
33°46.03'N., 78°05.41'W.

Note to §167.252: A pilot boarding area is located inside 
the precautionary area. Due to heavy ship traffic, mariners 
are advised not to anchor or linger in the precautionary area 
except to pick up or disembark a pilot.

(FR 12/13/10; 33 CFR 167) 8/11 

Page 231—Paragraph 79, line 12; read: 

Big Foot Slough Channel was 2.2 feet. The channel is …
(DD 18395) 8/11 

Page 238—Paragraph 177, lines 7 to 8; read: 

2010, there was a controlling depth of 4 feet in the 
channel; thence in 2009-2010, 3 feet in the basin. The 
…

(DD 18396; DD 14066) 8/11 

Page 257—Paragraph 97, lines 5 to 8; read: 

depth was 2.8 feet; aids mark the best water.  Howards 
Channel leads northwestward for about 1.1 miles to a 
junction with the Intracoastal Waterway; in 2009-2010, 
the controlling depth was 1 foot. Both channels are 
subject …

(DD 18394) 8/11 

Page 260—Paragraph 137, line 5; read: 
applicable Navigation Rules. (See 33 CFR 167.1 
through 167.15 and 167.250 through 167.252, chap-
ter 2, for limits and regulations and Traffic Separation 
…

(FR 12/13/10) 8/11 

Page 290—Paragraph 25, lines 7 to 9; read: 

with Stono River at Bird Key. (See Notice to Mariners 
and latest edition of charts for controlling depths.) The 
dredged channel is subject …

(DD 18387; 01/11 CG7) 8/11 
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Page 386—Paragraph 96; insert after: 

A restricted area is between Big Pine Key and Little 
Torch Key due to the presence of high tension power 
lines. (See Notice to Mariners and latest edition of 
charts for limits and note.)

(CL 1095/10; 46/10 CG7) 8/11 
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