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Homeland Security Advisory System
The Homeland Security Advisory System is a compre-

hensive and effective means to disseminate information 
regarding the risk of terrorist acts to Federal, State, and local 
authorities and to the American people. The system is de-
signed to guide our protective measures when specific infor-
mation to a particular sector or geographic region is re-
ceived. It combines threat information with vulnerability as-
sessments and provides communications to public safety 
officials and the public. This communication is achieved 
through threat advisories, information bulletins, and a color-
coded threat level system (shown below).

U.S. Coast Guard Maritime Security (MARSEC) Levels
The U.S. Coast Guard has a three-tiered system of 

Maritime Security (MARSEC) Levels consistent with the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Homeland Security 
Advisory System (HSAS). MARSEC levels are designed to 
provide a means to easily communicate pre-planned scalable 
responses to increased threat levels. The Commandant of the 
U.S. Coast Guard sets MARSEC levels commensurate with 
the HSAS. Because of the unique nature of the maritime 

industry, the HSAS threat conditions and MARSEC levels 
will align closely, though they will not directly correlate.

MARSEC Level 1 – the level for which minimum ap-
propriate security measures shall be maintained at all times. 
MARSEC 1 generally applies when HSAS Threat Condition 
Green, Blue, or Yellow are set.

MARSEC Level 2 – the level for which appropriate 
additional protective security measures shall be maintained 
for a period of time as a result of heightened risk of a trans-
portation security incident. MARSEC 2 generally corres-
ponds to HSAS Threat Condition Orange.

MARSEC Level 3 – the level for which further specific 
protective security measures shall be maintained for a 
limited period of time when a transportation security inci-
dent is probable, imminent, or has occurred, although it may 
not be possible to identify the specific target. MARSEC 3 
generally corresponds to HSAS Threat Condition Red.
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