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UNITED STATES COAST PILOT CORRECTIONS

COAST PILOT 8               28 Ed 2006        Change No. 15
                                                                    LAST NM 20/07
Page 15—Paragraph 177, line 12; read:
80 or NGA Pub. 117. (See Appendix A for a list of...

(47 CFR 80) 23/07

Page 20—Paragraph 337 to Page 21—Paragraph 358; read:
Emergency Position Indicating Radiobeacons (EPIRBs),

are designed to save your life if you get into trouble by alert-
ing rescue authorities and indicating your location. EPIRB
types are described in the accompanying table.

406 MHz EPIRBs (Category I, II): The 406 MHz
EPIRB was designed to operate with satellites. The signal
frequency (406 MHz) has been designated internationally to
be used only for distress. Other communications and inter-
ference are not allowed on this frequency. Its signal allows a
satellite local user terminal to accurately locate the EPIRB
and identify the vessel (the signal is encoded with the ves-
sel’s identity) anywhere in the world (there is no range limi-
tation). These devices are detectable not only by COSPAS-
SARSAT satellites which are polar orbiting, but also by geo-
stationary GOES weather satellites. EPIRBs detected by the
GEOSAR system, consisting of GOES and other geostation-
ary satellites, send rescue authorities an instant alert, but
without location information unless the EPIRB is equipped
with an integral GPS receiver. EPIRBs detected by
COSPAS-SARSAT (e.g. TIROS N) satellites provide rescue
authorities location of distress, but location and sometimes
alerting may be delayed as much as an hour or two. These
EPIRBs also include a 121.5 MHz homing signal, allowing
aircraft and rescue craft to quickly find the vessel in distress.
These are the only type of EPIRB which must be certified by
Coast Guard approved independent laboratories before they
can be sold in the United States.

A new type of 406 MHz EPIRB, having an integral GPS
navigation receiver, became available in 1998. This EPIRB
will send accurate location as well as identification informa-
tion to rescue authorities immediately upon activation
through both geostationary (GEOSAR) and polar orbiting
satellites. These types of EPIRB are the best you can buy.

406 MHz emergency locating transmitters (ELTs) for air-
craft are currently available and 406 MHz personnel locating

beacons (PLBs) are also available.
The Coast Guard recommends you purchase a 406 MHz

EPIRB, preferably one with an integral GPS navigation
receiver. A Cat I EPIRB should be purchased if it can be
installed properly.

Proper registration of your 406 MHz EPIRB is intended to
save your life, and is mandated by Federal Communications
Commission regulations; the Coast Guard is enforcing this
FCC registration rule.

If you purchase a new or a used 406 MHz EPIRB, you
MUST register it with NOAA. If you change your boat, your
address, or your primary phone number, you MUST re-regis-
ter your EPIRB with NOAA. If you sell your EPIRB, make
sure the purchaser re-registers the EPIRB, or you may be
called by the Coast Guard if it later becomes activated. An
FCC ship station license is no longer required to purchase or
carry an EPIRB. Download or request 406 MHz EPIRB reg-
istration forms from www.sarsat.noaa.gov/beacon.html, and
mail or fax completed forms to:

SARSAT Beacon Registration
E/SP3, Room 3320, FB-4
NOAA
5200 Auth Road
Suitland, MD 20746-4304

or call toll free at1-888-212-SAVE(1-888-212-7283) for
further information or a copy of the registration form. From
outside the U.S., call: 1-301-457-5430 or fax: 301-568-8649
for further information. Forms may be requested by phone or
fax, or downloaded by computer (above). There is no charge
for this service. IT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE.

(47 CFR 80; 16/07 CG9; 14/07 CG9; DD 9023) 23/07

EPIRB Types

Type Frequency Description

Cat I 406/121.5 MHz Float-free, automatically acti-
vated EPIRB. Detectable by
satellite anywhere in the
world.   Recognized by the
Global Maritime and Distress
Safety System (GMDSS).

Cat II 406/121.5 MHz Similar to Category I, except
is manually activated. (Some
models are also water acti-
vated).


