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Buoys and Beacons |ALA* Buoyage System

1

VWhere in farce, the IALA System applies to all fixed and fleating marks and cccasionally lighthouses, sector lights, range marks, lightships and
LAMNEY's {large autamatic navigational bucys).

The standard buoy shapes are cylindri ni&x conical 4, spherical @, pillar (including high focal p nrn;-ﬁ and spar J out variations may
occur. far example lightfloats < In the illustratians below, only the standard buoy shapes are used. Inthe case of fixed beacons (lighted ar
unlighted), anly the shape of the toprmark 1= ot navigational significance.

Lateral Marks {used in conjunction with a conventional direction of buoyage) are generally for well-defined channels.
There are two international Buoyage Regions-A and B-where Lateral marks differ.

i . FPort-hand Marks are green
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(il any}). Lights are red and A ROE - (if any). Lights are green and . !
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to Starboard ta Starboard
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Starooard-hand Marks are green Starboarc-hand Marks are red

& g with conical topmarks (if any). 9 with canical topmarks {if any).
] 4 = Lights are green and have any » 2 Lights are red and have any
¢ rhythm except FE2+13G : rhythm except FI[2+13R
A prefarrec channal buoy may also be a pillar or a spar All prefarred channal marks have three herizontal bands of color
All marks other than Lateral Marks are the same in REGIONS A and B
UNLIGHTED MARKS ! LIGHTED MARKS
Cardinal Marks indicating navigable water to the named side of the marks
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Sy South Mark SE * The same abbraviatians are used for lights on spar buays and beacans
Yellow above black The periods, 55, 103 and 155 may not ahways be charted

Isolated D vigabla watsr around tham.
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Eody black with red band (s) 2 White light
Toomark: 2 black balls T o

Body red and white stripes

Topmark {if any): red ball Whita light

Spel special features.
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BEACONS with |ALA Systern topmarks are charted by upright symhbals. ag. l z l\i (EL‘,EEL,DOE an smaller-scale charts: 88 q-c
Beacon towers ara charted. @ .\u'"" {occasicnally lighted)

RADAR REFLECTORS on buoys and beacons are not genarally charted,
COLOR ABBREVIATIONS under symbols, especially those of spar buoys. may be omitted. or may be at variance with symbols shown above
LIGHTFLOATS: The IALA System is nat usoally applied ta large lightfleats  {replacing manned lightships) but may ba spplisd to smaller lightfloats.

T 1ALA is an abbrewviation of International Assaciation of Lighthouss Authorities
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